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Welcome to the 

Commons 
This spring and summer has seen many new 

people move into the Commons.  As is typical 

when moving into a new community, there have 

been many questions regarding trash, recycling, 

parking, recreation passes, planting, 

maintenance, and personal item storage.  Most, 

if not all, of the answers to those frequently 

asked questions can be found in the By-laws, 

Rules, Policies, Procedures and Newsletters 

located on our web pages.  New Co-Owners 

should have received copies of most of these 

documents at settlement.  Tenants should also 

have been provided this information prior to 

move-in by their landlord or property manager.   

 

While all residents are encouraged to familiarize 

themselves with these documents at 

http://fairlington.org/commonsindex.htm, the 

following paragraphs provide a brief summary 

of some of the most important information. 

 

Trash – collected six days per week – Monday 

through Saturday.  There is no Sunday pickup.  

Trash is not collected on New Year’s Day, 

Thanksgiving, or Christmas.  Trash may be 

placed at the pickup points listed in our Trash 

Policy after dark but no later than 8:00 a.m. the 

next morning.  A $50 penalty will be assessed 

against any unit that places trash out prior to 

dark or after the morning pickup.  If you use a 

cleaning service – be certain to instruct your 

service regarding our trash rules to avoid being 

penalized for a trash violation. 

 

Large Item Trash Pickup – first Saturday of 

each month – pretty much if you can carry or 

drag it to the curb, it will be picked up.  Please 

contact Capital Services (703-998-5860), our 

trash contractor, if you have any questions or 

wish to schedule a special pickup. 

       

Recycling – Early Wednesday pickup - co-

mingled glass, aluminum, plastic, etc., in 

recycling containers provided – paper and 

cardboard bundled to prevent it being blown all 

over our community and placed beside the 

recycling bins.  Recycling may be placed out 

once the containers are distributed on Tuesday. 

 

Parking – A hangtag or decal is required to 

park a vehicle in our parking lots.  Vehicles 

without hangtags or decals are subject to towing.  

Hangtags or decals are not required to park on 

the Arlington County public streets. 

 

Recreation Passes – required for use of our 

Basketball Court, Pool, and Tennis Court.  The 

application form is on our website. Passes may 

be picked up from the Lifeguard at the pool.  A 

significant number of people have applied for 

passes but have not picked them up – 

unclaimed passes will be destroyed following 

the Labor Day holiday. 

 

Planting – Board permission is required if you 

want to plant outside of your patio fence. 

 

Maintenance – requests must be emailed or 

phoned to our Cardinal Management property 

manager (John Adams).  See immediately below 

for John’s contact information. 
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Personal Item Storage – Personal items are not 

permitted to be stored in the General Common 

Element (outside of patio fences or in the 

basements or hallways of apartment-style 

buildings).  This includes front porches and 

under decks.  Violators are subject to a $50 

initial and $10 per day penalty for continued 

violations. 

 

This article has provided a brief summary of our 

most referenced By-laws, Rules, and Policies.  

Residents with questions regarding any of these 

items should reference the full documents 

contained on our web site, and if necessary, 

contact our Cardinal Management Group 

Property Manager John Adams for guidance.  

Upcoming events 
Season End Pool Party-Saturday, September 12 

Season End Dog Swim-Sunday, September 13 

Annual Meeting of the Council of Co-Owners 

October (date to be announced) 

Budget Meeting of the Council of Co-Owners 

December (date to be announced) 

Board Meeting 

Minutes 
Minutes of the Board of Director’s meetings are 

available on the Commons’ Website, and 

provide up-to-date information regarding on-

going projects, contracts, and Board decisions.  

Our Board meets on the third Tuesday of each 

month at the Fairlington Community Center 

located at 3308 S. Stafford Street beginning at 

7:00 p.m.  Board meetings are open to all Co-

Owners and Residents.  A “Homeowners’ 

Forum” is provided at the beginning of each 

meeting to allow for individuals to bring their 

concerns before the Board. 

 

Volunteers 
Kudos to our volunteers for their service to our 

community: 

 

Jo Ann Mills, Nick Lowry, Julie Roe, and 

Norm Waters (Grounds Committee) – for 

their efforts to develop a strategic plan for 

Commons’ Grounds and for their literal “hands 

on” efforts in planting, erosion, weed, and ivy 

control. 

Cathy Malin – for organizing the Commons- 

sponsored July 4
th

 Bake Sale to fight childhood 

hunger.  This year’s Bake Sale was the 13
th 

annual event, and raised $3,238.  

Kathy Spitz – for producing our Recreation 

Passes. 

Lauren Fussell – for stocking and monitoring 

the Doggie Depots.  Lauren is unfortunately 

moving out of state – hence our call for a 

volunteer to fill her position. 

Justin Dorsk and Margaret Boswell – for their 

efforts in coordinating and managing our 

Community Garden and to Caitlin Baird and 

David Nieburg for cleaning the paths between 

garden plots and putting down layers of 

newspaper, garden cloth, and mulch in an effort 

to keep the weeds at bay.   

Doggie Depot 

Volunteer Needed 
A volunteer is needed to monitor and restock the 

waste bags contained in our Doggie Depots 

located in the Wakefield Circle.  The Commons 

provides the bags.  Volunteers will not have to 

remove and replace the large waste bag – this 

service is provided by trash contractor Capital 

Services.  Please contact Board President Bernie 

Weaver at bwfaircommons@gmail.com if you 

are interested in performing this valuable and 

necessary community service. 
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Ivy 
Ivy is not permitted on our buildings or fences.  

Ivy is an invasive plant species that damages the 

bricks and mortar and kills trees.  The 

Commons, in conjunction with our Grounds 

Committee and Contractor, is in the process of 

eradicating ivy from our buildings, fences, 

walls, and trees.  Ivy providing ground cover 

and erosion control, but not causing any harm, 

will be allowed to remain.  Individual Co-

Owners are responsible for removing ivy from 

the fences and patios of their units (Limited 

Common Element).   The Commons will 

remove ivy originating from other areas 

(General Common Element).  Failure to remove 

and control the growth of ivy on patio fences 

and adjacent building areas may result in a $50 

penalty/$10 per day for continuing violations. 

The Commons and the 

FCA 
At the beginning of every month, each unit 

receives a large newsletter published by the 

Fairlington Citizens Association (FCA).  The 

FCA’s mission is to promote activities that 

make Fairlington a better community in which 

to live by serving as a forum for discussion of 

residents’ concerns and by representing 

Fairlington’s views to local government.   

 

While the FCA provides a valuable function, 

actual governance of each of the seven 

individual condominium associations 

comprising Fairlington (Arbor, Commons, Glen, 

Green, Meadows, Mews, and North Fairlington) 

is provided by each Condominium’s Board of 

Directors, who are empowered to govern their 

respective communities in accordance with their 

Master Deed, By-laws, and policies. 

Fun Stuff 
Videos from the 2010, 2011, and 2013 Season-

End Dog Swims have recently been posted on 

YouTube for your viewing enjoyment.  The 

easiest way to find them is to go to YouTube 

and search on “FCP Dog Swim 2010” or 

substitute whichever year’s video you wish to 

view. No videos of the 2012 or 2014 dog swims 

were produced. 

Wild Animals 
This summer has seen an increase in the number 

of wildlife species inhabiting our community, 

with deer, foxes, possums, rabbits, raccoons, 

and squirrels having been observed or reported 

living in The Commons.  While the presence of 

a few of these animals has concerned some 

residents, Arlington County has adopted a 

“hands off” policy except in those instances 

where an animal’s behavior has indicated 

disease or a direct threat to humans.  Bottom 

line – enjoy their presence, but do not feed or 

otherwise encourage their interaction with 

humans.  And as some of these animals are 

predators, keep your pets secure. 

Insects 
Several Residents have recently called Cardinal 

Management to ask for treatment of ants.  The 

Commons policy regarding ants and other 

insects is that we will pay for the contractor of 

our choice to eradicate dangerous or destructive 

insects (termites, carpenter ants, bees, etc.) with 

responsibility for the treatment of other insects 

(your garden variety black ants, flies, etc.) 

falling to individual Co-Owners.  We will also 

remove yellow jackets and wasps located 

immediately adjacent pedestrian traffic areas. 
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Pool News 
There have been lots of improvements at our 

pool this summer.   

 

Bathhouse - The bathhouse, originally 

constructed in 1973, was completely renovated.  

Ceilings were repainted and lights upgraded.  

Walls were treated with waterproofing and then 

painted with two coats of epoxy paint.  Vintage 

sinks were removed and replaced with granite 

countertops and modern sinks.   Rusted toilet 

partitions were replaced with long-life plastic, 

plumbing fixtures were replaced, and this fall, 

once the swimming season is over, the floors 

will be cleaned and resealed. 

 

Pools - The main and wading pools also saw 

major work.  New depth markings and tiles were 

installed, and new white coat was applied.  

White coat at outdoor pools usually lasts no 

longer than six or seven years.  We are hoping 

the new processes used in the formulation and 

application of this year’s white coat will 

appreciably increase that lifespan. 

 

Inspections – Arlington County Health 

Department conducts both a pre-opening 

inspection and operational inspections of our 

pool throughout the summer.  During the pre-

opening inspection, the inspector complimented 

the work done on the bathhouse, stating that it 

was nicer than some new construction he had 

seen.  Our first (and to date only) operational 

inspection went equally well.  The inspector 

stated that our pool earned the only perfect score 

(no write-ups) of all of the pools he had 

inspected to date, and also complimented 

Lifeguard Anna Stanilova on her high Pool 

Operator’s Examination score. 

 

Safety – Parents are reminded that, even with 

lifeguards on duty, they have a responsibility to 

watch their children at all times.  Three children 

have been rescued from our pool so far this 

summer – two non-swimmers pulled from water 

over their heads, and one who became tired 

while swimming in deep water.      

 

Lifeguards - This summer’s lifeguards are 

Anna Stanilova and Josef Sysel.  Anna worked 

at our pool last summer, and is from Varna, 

Bulgaria, where she studies Finance at the 

University of Economics, Varna.  Josef is from a 

small village just outside of Prague, Czech 

Republic and studies Accounting at the 

University of Southern Bohemia.  Anna and 

Josef both earned very high scores on company-

conducted safety inspections.  The lifeguard 

supervisor is Ivan Odorovic.  Ivan is from 

Serbia, and last year managed the immense Fort 

Myer swimming complex.  If you haven’t 

already, please stop by the pool, say hello, and 

get to know our international visitors! 

Storm Drains 
Residents of units with exterior stairs leading to 

the basement are asked to please periodically 

check the drains located there to ensure that 

those drains are not blocked by leaves and 

debris.  Torrential rains (one storm dumped 

more than three inches of rain in 45 minutes) 

can easily overwhelm these drains if they are not 

clean, resulting in flooding of the adjacent unit.  

These drains were all inspected and cleaned by 

the Commons’ plumber earlier this summer, but 

everyone’s assistance is needed to ensure that 

they stay open and clear. 

 
Fairlington Commons Board of Directors 

President  Bernie Weaver  bwfaircommons@gmail.com  

Vice  

President  
Noah Greenblatt  ngfaircommons@gmail.com  

Secretary  Margaret Shannon mesfaircommons@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Robin Mott  rmfaircommons@gmail.com  

At-Large  Greg Scheifele  gsfaircommons@gmail.com  

 


