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Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of the Fairlington 

Commons Council of Co-Owners will be held 

on Tuesday, October 4
th

 at the Fairlington 

Community Center located at 3308 S. Stafford 

Street. The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m.  The 

purpose of the meeting, as stated in our By-laws, 

is to elect Board members (no Board seats are 

up for election this year) and to address any 

business that may come before the Council of 

Co-Owners at that time. The Board will present 

a summary of the year’s activities and discuss 

2017 budget planning.  Formal notice of the 

meeting will be mailed to Co-Owners of record 

as required by the Virginia Condominium Act 

and our By-laws prior to the meeting.  This 

information will include a proxy form and any 

other relevant information.  

Board Meeting 

Minutes 
Minutes of the Board of Director’s meetings are 

available on the Commons’ Website, and 

provide up-to-date information regarding on-

going projects, contracts, and Board decisions.  

Our Board meets on the third Tuesday of each 

month at the Fairlington Community Center 

located at 3308 S. Stafford Street beginning at 

7:00 p.m.  Board meetings are open to Co-

Owners and Residents.  A “Homeowners’ 

Forum” is provided at the beginning of each 

meeting to allow for individuals to bring their 

concerns before the Board. 

Web Site Development 
At its July meeting, the Board of Directors voted 

to authorize Cardinal Management to begin 

development of a dedicated Fairlington 

Commons Website.  This website will be 

accessible either directly or via a link from our 

existing web page on the Fairlington.org site.  

The site will feature various levels of access for 

the general public, tenants, and Co-Owners and 

will offer additional functionality including the 

capability for Co-Owner communications and 

the ability to submit and review repair requests 

online. 

FiOS 
At the Tuesday, July 19

th
 Board meeting, the 

Board unanimously approved the Verizon Site 

Installation Plan dated May 3, 2016, as 

submitted, with the proviso that it incorporate a 

drop to the pool.   Further information regarding 

installation of the FiOS infrastructure will be 

provided as it becomes available. 

   

Upcoming Events 
Season End Pool Party 

Saturday, September 10 

Season End Dog Swim 

Sunday, September 11 

Annual Meeting of the Council of Co-Owners 

Tuesday, October 4 

Budget Meeting of the Council of Co-Owners 

Tuesday, December 6 
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Recreation Passes 
The following units requested, but have not yet 

picked up 2016 Recreation Passes.  Recreation 

passes are required to use our pool and tennis 

court.  Please see the Lifeguard at the pool to 

pick up your passes. 

 

South 34
th

 St 

4415, 4429, 4437, 4447, 4513, 4515, 4615, 

4631, 4645, 4653, 4659, 4665, and 4683 

South Utah Street 

3228, 3234, 3244, 3250, 3260, 3262, 3266, 

3268, 3274, 3286, and 3292 

South Wakefield Street 

3301-B, 3304-B, 3305-A, 3307-B, 3308, 3309, 

3318-A, 3318-B, 3322, 3330-B, 3332-B, 3336-

B, 3337-A, 3339, 3341-A, 3344-B, 3346 B-1, 

3347 A-1, 3357, 3360-A, 3361 A-2, 3363-A, 

and 3373-B 

Real Estate Tax 

Assessments 
The second installment of 2016 Arlington 

County Real Estate Taxes is due to the County 

Treasurer no later than Wednesday, October 5
th

.  

While the Commons has no official role to play 

in determining real estate assessments or 

collecting taxes, we are including this reminder 

due to past issues with County notifications and 

the proclivity of some postal carriers to 

randomly distribute, as opposed to deliver, the 

mail.  Forewarned is forearmed, and could save 

having to pay a late penalty in addition to your 

normal tax bill. 

July 4
th

 Bake Sale 
Congratulations and thanks to Cathy and Arnie 

Malin for once again leading this worthwhile 

effort!  This year’s sale netted $1,916 for the 

“No Kid Hungry Bake Sale” presented 

nationally by the non-profit organization Share 

our Strength in conjunction with the All-

Fairlington Fourth of July Celebration and 

Parade. This was the 14
th

 year the Commons has 

sponsored the event, and our volunteers’ efforts 

have raised approximately $19,000 toward 

ending childhood hunger in America. 

 

Cathy would like to extend a huge “THANK 

YOU!” to those friends, families, and local 

businesses that helped make this year’s event a 

huge success including Great Harvest Bread, 

Panera Bread, Atwaters Bread, Acme Pie Co., 

Bonaparte's Bakery, The Fresh Market, Giant, 

Safeway, Harris Teeter, Trader Joe's, Diversions 

Cards & Gifts, Fairlington Pizza, Greenstreet 

Gardens, Rampart's Tavern, and the Carlyle 

Restaurant. 

Pool News 
Schedule:  Our pool will remain open for an 

extended season this year.  The last day of the 

regular season will be Labor Day Monday, 

September 5, 2016, when the pool will close at 

6:00 p.m. to allow everyone to prepare for the 

opening of Arlington County Schools the next 

day.  Following Labor Day, our pool will be 

open Tuesday through Friday, September 6 - 9 

from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. and Saturday and 

Sunday, September 10 and 11, from 10:30 a.m. 

to 8:30 p.m., after which it will close for the 

year. 

 

Demographics: Our community is becoming 

younger, and more individuals and families, 

many with multiple children, are using the pool.  

On Sunday, August 7
th

, a headcount revealed 30 

people in the main pool with another 30 in the 

facility, for a total of 60.  There were no parties 

or special events taking place, just residents and 

friends enjoying a stellar day at the pool. 
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Inspections: Those who were at the pool at 5:00 

p.m. on Sunday, August 7
th

 had the opportunity 

to witness our tax dollars at work in the form of 

a no-notice inspection of our pool by the   

Arlington County Health Department.  This was 

our pool’s third (and hopefully final) inspection 

this summer.  There was a pre-opening 

inspection that concentrated on the facility’s 

readiness for operation, and there have been two 

subsequent operational inspections, all passed 

with flying colors (no discrepancies) thanks to 

the efforts of our super Lifeguard staff.  

 

In an interesting sidebar – Jacob, the inspector, 

is also known as “Coach Jake” of the 

Chinquapin Wahoos swimming team, which 

includes at least one of our young residents who 

happened to be at the pool when Jacob arrived 

and was invited to accompany and observe as 

the inspection was conducted!   

 

Safety: Thanks to responsible parents and 

diligent Lifeguards, we’ve never had a major 

incident involving children or adults at our pool.  

Unfortunately, the failure this year of a small 

number of parents and child caregivers to 

adequately supervise their children has given 

rise to concern.  To keep everyone safe for the 

balance of this summer and in future years, here 

again is the section of our rules (in italics) 

regarding children at the pool. 

 

Children under 8 years of age will not be 

permitted within the Pool enclosure unless 

accompanied AT ALL TIMES by a person 16 

years of age or older. That person will be 

responsible for the child.  Children who cannot 

swim are not permitted to be on the pool deck 

adjacent the deep end or in the deep end of the 

pool unless accompanied by and under the 

direct and immediate supervision of a person 

16 years of age or older. 

 

Any child age 8 through 12 who successfully 

passes a swimming test administered by the 

Lifeguard must have written permission on file 

from his/her parent(s) to remain at the pool 

alone.  Permission forms are available from the 

Lifeguards.  

 

Please note that the use of flotation devices or 

lifejackets does not negate this requirement and 

that failure to comply with this requirement or 

to follow the Lifeguard’s instructions may result 

in expulsion of the offending parties from the 

pool. 

 

Lifeguards: Our primary lifeguard this year is 

Aleksandra Cislo.  Aleksandra is from 

Rzeszów in southeast Poland, lives in Warsaw, 

and will complete the final year of her studies 

leading to a Master’s Degree in Public Relations 

when she returns home.  Aleksandra is staying 

through the end of our pool’s extended season 

and can’t wait to see the Dog Swim!  While we 

hope Aleksandra returns to our pool next year, 

she is also hearing the “siren call” of a possible 

visit to Australia on a Student Summer Work 

Travel Program similar to the one that brought 

her to us! 

 

Our second lifeguard this year is Anton 

Chayka.  Anton is from Chernihiv, Ukraine and 

is in his first year of studies leading to a degree 

in law in Kiev. 

   

While lifeguards from countries including 

Bulgaria, Moldova, Serbia, Thailand, Turkey, 

and of course the U.S. have passed through our 

pool gate this summer, two have spent more 

than just a weekend afternoon and deserve 

mention here. 

   

Michal Palus is from Nitra, Slovakia, and will 

complete a Master’s in Physical Education when 

he returns home.  Michal is debating pursuit of a 

PhD or full-time employment with his mother’s 
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elder care company (where he already works) 

for his future.  

  

Aleksander Ninic.  Aleksander is from Serbia, 

helped prepare our pool for opening, and is 

working on his second Master’s Degree in 

Mechanical Engineering.  Alexander is a natural 

with pool systems, and could easily manage any 

pool or group of pools next season should he 

return. 

Grounds Activities 
The Fairlington Commons Grounds Committee 

held its August public meeting at the Fairlington 

Community Center on August 10
th

.  All 

members of the committee were present, as was 

Board President Bernie Weaver. 

 

The majority of discussion focused on the 

Commons’ Stormwaterwise proposal with 

Arlington County’s Division of Environmental 

Services (DES). The Commons submitted an 

initial plan to DES on July 27
th

. DES responded 

with comments shortly thereafter, noting that the 

proposed 1,200 square foot area was large by 

program standards and that we should consider 

additional plantings since our plan seemed 

sparse.  The Commons responded that we 

proposed the large area for budget planning 

purposes and once we review proposals from 

Somerset Landscaping, our contractor, we may 

consider reducing the size while remaining 

above the minimum of 300 square feet.   

 

The Commons plans to submit a revised plan to 

the County by mid-September before beginning 

work.  Committee member Jo Ann Mills did 

further research on the availability of some of 

the native plant species suggested in the 

County’s response and provided a rough plant 

cost estimate of $1,000.  Our goal is to keep the 

total cost to no more than $4,000, unless the 

Board approves a higher amount. The County 

will reimburse 50% of costs up to $2,000. 

 

In addition to the Stormwaterwise project, the 

Committee’s efforts over the past month 

include:  

 Weeding flowerbeds along 34th St. near 

4447 and 4417, in the rose bed along the 

fence in front of 4501 S. Wakefield, in front 

of 3323 S. Wakefield, and in the native beds 

of the upper Utah parking lot; 

 Watering the trees in the Wakefield Circle, 

the pachysandra near 3323 S Wakefield 

(where we lost the willow oak last year), the 

newly seeded area at 3362 S Wakefield 

Street, the Utah Street project area, and the 

native beds around the upper Utah parking 

lot; and 

 Digging up and potting native plants for fall 

planting. 

 

The Committee favorably noted recent tree work 

accomplished by AAA Tree Service on a 

number of trees, including the large oak behind 

3344 S. Wakefield that was in danger of 

toppling due to an extreme out-of-balance 

condition, removal of dead limbs to resolve a 

safety hazard and patching a hole in one of the 

trees beside the tennis court, and removal of 

dead limbs from a beech tree on S. Utah Street 

to allow the remainder of the tree to survive. 

 

At the conclusion of the meeting, President 
Weaver requested the Committee to consider 
and recommend projects for inclusion in the 
2017 budget. 
 

Fairlington Commons Board of Directors 

President  Bernie Weaver  bwfaircommons@gmail.com  

Vice  

President  
Julia Bryan jbfaircommons@gmail.com 

Secretary  Margaret Shannon mesfaircommons@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Robin Mott  rmfaircommons@gmail.com  

At-Large  Jennifer Reilly jtrfaircommons@gmail.com 

 


