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Cardinal Named As 
Management Agent 

 

fter nearly a year of study followed by 
evaluation of several proposals, Fairlington 

Commons Board of Directors selected Woodbridge-
based Cardinal Management Group as our 
management agent.  Cardinal began financial 
management of the Commons on January 1st.  All Co-
Owners received a letter from Cardinal, dated 
December 28, 2010, outlining new condominium dues 
payment procedures, and instructions for setting up 
direct debit if Co-Owners wish to use that mechanism 
to pay condo fees.  If you make payments through an 
online bill pay account, you need to change the 
banking instructions to reflect your new account 
number and payment mailing address.  Payments 
should be to “Fairlington Commons Council of Co-
Owners,” and sent to Fairlington Commons c/o 
Cardinal Management Group, PO Box 71209, 
Philadelphia, PA 19176-6209.   
 

On February 1st, Cardinal will begin full management 
of Fairlington Commons.  From then on, all 
maintenance questions, concerns and requests 
(including those for plumbing issues) should be 
directed to the management company. In addition, 
requests for condominium resale documents should be 
directed to Cardinal.  Terry McGuire will be our 
Community Manager. Submit your maintenance 
requests or other issues to him at 703-565-5012 or 
t.mcguire@cmgmt.com or to Corinne Kaminski (703-
565-5002, c.kaminski@cmgmt.com).  Questions or 
concerns about Cardinal and management of the 
Commons should be directed to the Board, preferably 
via e-mail to all Board members, at the e-mail 
addresses at the end of this newsletter.  Our long-time 
community liaison, Eric Pamer, will no longer be 
available to receive maintenance requests and the 
associated phone number will be taken out of service.  
We thank Eric for his many years of outstanding 
service to the Commons. 

Volunteer Needed For 
Board Vacancy 

he Board of Directors is searching for a 
resident Co-Owner volunteer interested in 

serving on the Board.  Rob Hedley resigned from the 
Board last month due to time constraints, so a 
volunteer is needed to fill that vacancy until 
elections this fall.  The prospective volunteer would 
also have the option of standing for election this fall 
for a follow-on regular three-year term.  While there 
is only one vacancy now, several Board positions are 
up for election this fall.  Interested Co-Owners 
should contact any Board member for additional 
information.  Volunteers are always needed to 
support community activities, and volunteering can 
provide prospective Board candidates with valuable 
insight into the management of our community. 

Recycling Reminder 
oard members have witnessed ongoing 
violations of recycling procedures imposed 

upon us by our trash collection company, Capitol 
Services of Virginia.  The most common violation is 
failure to segregate paper waste from all other 
recycling waste. Capitol has made clear this 
separation must occur.  Instructions are posted on 
our website at: 
 www.fairlington.org/CommonsTrashRulesJune2010.pdf 
 

A second widespread problem is the failure to weigh 
down paper to prevent it from being blown 
throughout our community.  Regular trash has also 
been seen in Capitol's recycling bins. 
 

Our trash hauler provides recycling bins on 
Tuesdays and collects on Wednesdays.  Newspaper 
and cardboard are to be placed next to the bins; all 
other recycling materials go inside the bins. Paper 
waste is not to be put inside the receptacles.  Doing 
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so makes extra work for Capitol's crew and could 
lead to an extra charge to the community.  The 
Board will enforce its trash and recycling regulations 
to prevent a few who violate the instructions from 
bringing an extra charge on to all of us.  
 

The rules take up several pages on the website and 
so are too lengthy to reproduce here. To summarize, 
newspaper (including glossy inserts) and mixed 
paper are recyclable; paper contaminated with grease 
or food, such as pizza boxes, is not.  Cardboard must 
be broken down and flattened.  The bins are for 
plastic marked from 1 through 7; aluminum and bi-
metal cans; and brown, green or clear glass only. 
 

As for trash, Capitol cannot accept any hazardous 
materials, including but not limited to drain cleaners, 
solvents, varnish, and pesticides, nor will it accept 
paint or electronics.  Household hazardous waste 
may be taken by the County at its collection site at 
530 S. 31st St., on the grounds of the sewage 
treatment plant. Pickup is by appointment only (703-
228-6832) during the week and without an 
appointment on Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
Alkaline and carbon-zinc batteries can go in the 
trash; all other small batteries should go to the 
firehouse in North Fairlington. 
 

Repeat offenders of our trash and recycling rules 
are subject to a $50 fine per offense. 
 

Parking Policy 
ver the past few months, several Commons’ 
residents have contacted the Board after 

their vehicles were towed from one of our parking 
lots to complain their vehicles had been towed 
without justification.  However, after thoroughly 
investigating each occurrence, the Board determined 
that every one of these tows was legal and warranted 
under Commons policy.  
 

Under Commons’ policy, any vehicle parked in one 
of our lots without a valid parking permit is subject 
to towing at the vehicle owner's expense. Before A-1 
Towing removes any vehicle, the tow truck driver 
checks around the vehicle for a visible Commons 
parking permit (hang tag).  He also takes photos to 
document the violation.  Any pre-existing damage to 
a vehicle is also photo-documented.  This 
requirement protects both the towing company and 

the vehicle owner.  The photos provide clear 
evidence of the absence of a hang tag.  
 

The Board approved the current towing policy after 
receiving a constant stream of complaints. Since 
then, complaints about unauthorized parking have 
been virtually non-existent, attesting to the 
effectiveness of the policy. Vehicles which display a 
valid, visible parking permit will not be towed 
 

Our parking and towing policies were explained in 
the September 2009 and June 2010 newsletters and 
are currently posted on the Commons website.  Each 
unit may have no more than two hang tags.  The cost 
for replacing a lost or missing hang tag is $25.  
Broken hang tags are replaced without charge, 
provided the broken tag is turned in when a 
replacement is requested.  Contact Arvy Myers for 
replacement tags (arvy.myers@gmail.com; 202-746-
4319).  Direct questions about the policy to any 
Board member. 
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The Board extends its deepest sympathy to the 
family of Jim Dawson, who passed away on 
January 8th.  Jim served on the Fairlington 

Commons Board of Directors from 1979-1986 and 
was President for five of those seven years. 
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