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Storm Cleanup 
Unlike after the massive thunderstorm/ 

micro-burst/straight line wind damage of the 

summer of 2010, the Commons suffered very 

little damage by comparison during our latest 

weather misadventure.  We did lose a number of 

trees along the lower S. Wakefield Street path, 

in the area between the 4400 block of S. 34
th

 

Street and S. Wakefield Street, and behind units 

or in the woods along the 4600 block of S. 34
th

 

Street.  Several trees were also damaged near 

3373 S. Wakefield Street, and a number of 

shutters were torn from our buildings.  

Fortunately, no falling trees or debris seriously 

damaged any buildings, with only one tree 

falling on a deck that resulted in minimal 

damage to the railing and to the faucet on the 

rear of the unit.  Several of our streetlights were 

also damaged by falling trees or wind. 

Trees located between public sidewalks (those 

immediately parallel to the streets) and the 

streets themselves are maintained by Arlington 

County.  As the storm occurred late Friday 

evening, it was surprising to see County work 

crews on-site Saturday cutting down any limbs 

that presented a hazard to public safety, and then 

returning on Sunday to haul away the debris!  

Kudos to Arlington County for their prompt 

efforts! 

We hope to have most or all of the downed 

trees and limbs that are the Commons 

responsibility removed that by the time that you 

read this or very soon thereafter.  That effort is 

being accomplished in stages.  The first stage, 

removal of limbs that threatened safety, has  

 

already been accomplished.  The next stage will 

be removal of the remainder of any damaged 

trees and cleanup of any debris on the ground.   

Our goal is to at least return the Commons 

grounds to a condition equal to or better than 

what existed prior to the storm.  We also 

anticipate receiving a proposal for removal of 

several trees that remain standing but that were 

severely damaged by this and previous storms 

and for eventually thinning the tree canopy to 

preclude as much future damage as possible 

from future storms.   

Our tree contractor, AAA Tree Service, 

has reported that they have been working seven 

days per week, 13 to 15 hours each day at 

emergency rates to handle the volume of 

emergency and insurance work resulting from 

the storm.  The Commons has a previously 

negotiated, very reasonable priced daily rate 

established with AAA Tree under which the 

remainder of the storm damage cleanup will be 

accomplished. 

Tree Watering 
Due to the continued hot weather, the 

Commons is requesting the assistance of all of 

our residents in watering not only the trees and 

plants on our property, but also those in the 

County right-of-way between our sidewalks and 

Arlington County public streets.  Please take a 

few minutes to grab your garden hoses and 

ensure that the gaiters (those bags around the 

base of the trees) are filled.  The Commons 

would also like to thank Julia Roe, Brenda 

Kriegel, Jim Sharpe, Monique Piette, and Will 



2  Fairlington Commons Newsletter  

Please direct maintenance requests to Cardinal Management’s Terry McGuire at 703-565-5012 or t.mcguire@cardinalmanagementgroup.com 

Kniseley for their efforts in keeping our newly 

planted and older trees watered and green during 

this hot summer weather.  While it is both cost 

prohibitive and impractical to be able to water 

all of our grounds, Co-Owner efforts to 

accomplish strategic watering of at-risk trees 

and plants is greatly appreciated. 

Residents are encouraged to water in the 

early morning or late evening hours to minimize 

evaporation and to ensure that the water has a 

chance to soak in and reach the roots of our trees 

and plants.  Residents are also requested to be 

considerate of others by placing sprinklers so 

that they do not spray onto sidewalks.  Water is 

a substantial portion of our monthly expenses 

and subsequent condominium fees.  Residents 

are requested to water conservatively, providing 

enough water to benefit our plants without it 

running over sidewalks or down steps.    

Pool News 

Pool Opening  

Our Pool opened for the 2012 Swimming 

Season on Saturday, May 26
th

, following a long 

period of preparation that began mid-March.  

Major work leading to this year’s opening was 

more challenging than in past years and included 

replacement of concrete deck sections, a broken 

skimmer, cracked coping stones, the fill spout 

assembly, and installation of a new entry rail.  

The deck was then pressure washed to remove 

years of accumulated dirt and the joints between 

deck sections and around the edge of both pools 

were caulked.  This work followed last winter’s 

replacement of the transformer that provides 

power to the pool (and a large section of our 

neighborhood) by Dominion Virginia Power and 

a major water-proofing of the pool building’s 

foundation.  All of our work paid off in the end 

– our pool passed its Arlington County Health 

Department pre-opening inspection with no 

discrepancies noted! 

More than ever before preparations for this 

year’s opening were truly a family and 

community project.  As she has for years, Kathy 

Spitz once again assisted with production of the 

Recreation Passes. Grant Whitley (age 11) 

assisted with cleaning and installing the ladders 

and new entry rail.  Jason Rosenthal graciously 

loaned not only himself but also his pressure 

washer; and with Spencer Reisinger, Andrew 

Brodhead, Sam Parry, and Sam’s daughter Josie 

(age 7) and son Drew (age 5) cleaned our pool’s 

furniture prior to opening.  And once again this 

year, Claudia Escalante (Registered Nurse and 

Sam Parry’s wife) carefully reviewed and 

updated our First Aid supplies. 

Lifeguards 

This year’s lifeguards are Samuel Skvaril 

and Biliana Borisova.  Sam is from Nitra, 

Slovakia and is working to complete a Master’s 

Degree in Economics.  This is Sam’s second 

summer in the U.S., having worked at a pool in 

Miami, Florida last summer.  Biliana is from 

Montana, Bulgaria, studies Travel and Tourism 

and hopes one day to open her own hotel.  This 

is Biliana’s first summer in the U.S.  If you 

haven’t already, please stop by and say hello to 

our outstanding lifeguard team! 

The Big Storm 

Thanks to the efforts of lifeguards Sam 

and Biliana and the many residents who 

assisted, clean-up of our pool facility following 

the massive thunderstorm of Friday, June 29
th

 

was completed by 4:30 p.m. on Saturday and 

our pool re-opened, 18 hours after the storm 

struck!  This accomplishment is particularly 

remarkable because the clean-up was 

accomplished using brooms, rakes, nets, a Leaf-

Master (removes leaves from pool bottoms), and 

a lot of hard, physical work accomplished in the 

direct sun on a hot and humid day – and all 

without electricity to operate our pool’s pumps! 

Sam and Biliana voluntarily came to work early 

and immediately began the huge job of 

straightening up all of the furniture that had 

been blown over by the storm and cleaning up 

the leaves, twigs, and limbs that were floating in 
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the water, submerged on the bottoms of both 

pools, or scattered throughout the facility.  They 

were soon joined by residents Marie Uribe, her 

son Luka Nieste (age 7), Margaret Boswell, 

Greg Scheifele, and Mark Esherick in a team 

effort that resulted in our pool being the first in 

Fairlington to re-open and, as far as can be 

determined, the only Fairlington pool open that 

Saturday.  Job well done all – and apologies if 

we missed naming anyone who participated in 

this truly remarkable effort! 

SCUBA 

SCUBA lessons at our pool are available 

from Co-Owner Susanne Simander.  If you are 

interested in SCUBA diving, see Pool 

Committee Chair Bernie Weaver for details. 

Pool Events 

This year’s season-end pool party will be 

held on Saturday, September 8, the Saturday 

after Labor Day, followed by our annual Doggie 

Dip on Sunday, September 9.  It’s always a good 

time, with the Commons providing hot dogs, 

hamburgers, and soft drinks and everyone 

bringing a dish to share. 

Community Garden 
Thanks to the efforts of Clint and Mandy 

Whitley, our community garden is thriving, even 

in the face of record setting summer 

temperatures.  Nineteen plots have been 

allocated as of this writing, and are beginning to 

yield tomatoes, cucumbers, zucchini, yellow and 

butternut squash, bush beans, eggplant, peppers, 

cantaloupe, watermelon, beets, lettuce greens, 

radishes, okra, and celery.  While a permanent 

water supply for the garden is still in the 

planning stages, the Commons would like to 

thank Sandra Keil, who has graciously allowed 

use of her faucet as a source of water for the 

garden, and also Jon Rose, who is providing 

storage space for gardening tools.  

The Commons would also particularly like to 

acknowledge the efforts of Margaret Boswell.  

In addition to her personal plot, Margaret’s 

church is sponsoring an additional plot that 

Margaret is gardening for the purpose of 

donating all of the produce to the Arlington 

Food Assistance Center (AFAC). 

Great American Bake Sale 

Sets Another Record!  
This was the tenth consecutive year that 

the Commons has sponsored “The Great 

American Bake Sale,” and the credit for its 

success goes to Commons resident and event 

coordinator Cathy Malin!  This year’s bake sale 

was a two day event that consisted of a Cookie 

Sale held in conjunction with the Fairlington 

Day Celebration in May and the Great American 

Bake Sale held in conjunction with the 

Fairlington Villages/FCA 4
th

 of July Parade and 

celebration.  The Cookie Sale raised a surprising 

$430, which when combined with $1,120 from 

the 4
th

 of July Great American Bake Sale netted 

a record $1,550 to help end childhood hunger in 

America! 

This year’s events exceeded all 

expectations, with success attributable to 

Cathy’s efforts, good weather, generous 

individual donations of baked goods, business 

and restaurant donated gift cards for raffle, and 

the co-sponsorship of the Commons, Fairlington 

Citizens Association (FCA), and the Great 

Harvest Bread Company.  Thanks all for making 

this a record setting effort!  

Board Service 
Every October the Fairlington Commons 

Council of Co-Owners (that’s all of us) holds its 

Annual Meeting for the purpose of electing Co-

Owners to serve three-year terms on the Board 

of Directors and to conduct any other business 

that needs to be brought before the Council.  

This year’s Annual Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, October 10 in the Fairlington 

Community Center, Room 134.  While that date 

is almost a full three months in the future, it is 
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not too early to begin to think about possibly 

serving as a member of the Board of Directors. 

At least three seats on the Board will be up 

for election as those seats are currently occupied 

by individuals who were appointed to fill 

vacancies that occurred after our last Annual 

meeting.  At this time it is not determined 

whether the three appointees will run for 

election to a three-year term or leave the Board.   

Co-Owners interested in serving on our 

Board of Directors are encouraged to talk with 

any of the current Board members regarding 

serving on the Board and to attend future Board 

meetings, which of course are open to all Co-

Owners and Residents to attend.  Board 

meetings are announced on our Website at:  

http://www.fairlington.org/commonsindex.htm 

Anyone interested in running for the Board 

should note that candidacy is for election to the 

Board, with the newly elected Board members 

determining which office each will fill 

following the election.  Also, potential 

candidates are encouraged to announce their 

intention to run for the Board no later than the 

first week or two of September to ensure that 

their name and relevant biographical 

information is included on the formal 

announcement of the meeting, which, by 

Virginia Condominium Act, must be mailed to 

all Co-Owners no later than 21 days prior to the 

October meeting. 

History In Your Attic? 
You may not find baseball cards worth 

millions but there may be other treasures just 

waiting to find the right home.  Do you have any 

photographs, brochures, newsletters, or minutes 

related to Fairlington Commons? If so, the 

Board would be grateful to receive them into its 

archives.  Since last fall, the Commons 

Secretary, who is a research historian and 

archivist by profession, has been engaged with 

President Bernie Weaver in the ongoing process 

of organizing a permanent Commons Archive 

and implementing a systematic records retention 

and management schedule.  If you have any 

items at all to share, please contact Margaret 

Shannon at mesfaircommons@gmail.com. 

July Board Meeting 

Highlights 
At the regularly scheduled meeting of July 

17, 2012, the Board: 

 Authorized six days of effort by AAA 

Tree Service at a Not-To-Exceed (NTE) 

price of $9,000 to complete cleanup of 

damage resulting from the June 29
th

 
 

storm;  

 Competitively awarded a three-year 

contract to incumbent contractor and 

low-bidder Capitol Services for Trash 

Removal and Recycling Services; 

 Authorized awarded of a NTE $85,000  

contract to incumbent Contractor/ low 

bidder Northern Virginia Roofing for re-

roofing of ten of our residences; 

 Exercised a contract option to continue 

grounds services and snow removal by 

Somerset Landscaping; and 

 Reaffirmed the need to replace the very 

worn and weary mailboxes in our 

Apartment style buildings. 

Minutes of the meeting will soon be posted on 

the Commons Website at: 

http://fairlington.org/commonsminutes.htm 

 

 

Board of Directors 
President Bernie Weaver bwfaircommons@gmail.com 

Vice 

President 
Christine Sivigny csfaircommons@gmail.com 

Secretary Margaret Shannon mesfaircommons@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Mott rmfaircommons@gmail.com 

At-Large Eric Pamer epfaircommons@gmail.com 

Committees 
Pool Bernie Weaver bwfaircommons@gmail.com 

Tennis James Sharpe grosharp@msn.com 

Trees Brenda Kriegel BrenKriegel@gmail.com 
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