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Volunteers Needed 
Over the next few Saturdays, the Grounds 

Committee will be removing English Ivy from 

the trees in the woods.  English Ivy is a non-

native plant species, which will eventually 

strangle and kill the trees that not only provide 

sound deadening from the I-395 traffic but also 

help hold in place the hillside, and our units 

located on the hillside.  Work sessions are 

tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 19, 

and Saturday, April 2, although the schedule is 

subject to change depending on weather.  As our 

woods contain poison ivy, volunteers should 

wear long-sleeve shirts/jackets and bring work 

gloves suitable for this activity.  Volunteers will 

meet in the upper Utah Street Parking Lot at 

9:30 a.m. on both days.    Anyone interested in 

volunteering to assist the Grounds Committee in 

this important effort should contact Julie Roe at 

703-671-0879 for further information. 

 

In addition to the trees in the woods, the 

Grounds Committee has made considerable 

progress in either removing or controlling ivy in 

other locations throughout the Commons and in 

working to control erosion with natural 

methodologies.  As a majority of the Committee 

members are retired, they often work not only 

on weekends but also through the week on 

various projects and would welcome any 

assistance from others. 

 

Please note that removal of ivy from patios and 

management of any plantings located there, are 

a Co-Owner responsibility.  If you are unable to 

maintain your patio due to health reasons, please

 

contact Cardinal Management or our Grounds 

Committee for assistance.  Co-Owners are 

reminded that plantings, including the ivy that 

currently provides erosion control on the 

hillsides, are not to be removed from, nor 

anything  to be planted in, the General Common 

Element without written Board or Management 

approval. 

Trash and Recycling  
Through the winter, many residents became 

used to placing trash out in the darkness when 

they returned home from work.  Now that 

Daylight Saving Time is here and the days are 

becoming longer, please remember – trash is not 

to be placed out prior to dark, and must be out 

no later than 8:00 a.m. to ensure pickup.  Co-

Owners and residents are encouraged to review 

our trash and recycling policy on the web at: 

http://fairlington.org/commonstrashrecyclingnot

ice.pdf. 

Community Garden 
Once again, the Commons is sponsoring a 

Community Garden. The garden is located in the 

3200 Block of South Utah Street along the 

border of I-395 between 3220 S. Utah Street and 

Utah Park, the same location as last year.  Co-

Owner Andrea Solarz will be leading this effort 

and will manage the garden. Many of last year’s 

gardeners are returning, so plot availability is 

limited. Anyone interested in establishing a plot 

in the garden should contact Andrea at 

asolarz@gmail.com or at 571-251-6240. 

http://fairlington.org/commonstrashrecyclingnotice.pdf
http://fairlington.org/commonstrashrecyclingnotice.pdf
mailto:asolarz@gmail.com
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Mosquitos 
Over the past two summers, certain areas of the 

Commons have experienced an increase in the 

number of mosquitos.  This is attributable to 

many factors, including increased rainfall and 

warmer temperatures.  While these factors are 

outside of human control, there are a number of 

things that can be done to help control or 

eliminate the mosquito population. 
 

 Please do not provide mosquitos with a 

place to breed.  This means elimination of  

any source of stagnant, standing water, 

including buckets, unused flower pots, or 

children’s toys (especially inflatable pools 

and toy buckets) that can trap and hold 

water.  When not in use, these items should 

be stored properly inside. 
 

 If you have a birdbath, periodically refresh 

the water and keep it clean.  Arlington 

County has an excellent set of guidelines on 

its website regarding the care and 

maintenance of birdbaths.  To remind: 

birdbaths are permitted in patios only with 

Board permission.  Birdbaths are not 

permitted in the General Common Element. 
 

 Eliminate any source of standing or ponding 

water.  If you landscape your patio, ensure 

that the grade is established in such a 

manner as to allow rain or irrigation water to 

soak into the soil or run off where it can be 

absorbed.  Keep weeds and other plant 

growth under control.  Overgrown patios can 

easily trap water and create a mosquito 

breeding ground. 
 

There has been a lot of discussion in the media 

lately about the Zika virus that is not unlike the 

concerns expressed about the West Nile virus 

several years back.  Both can be mosquito 

transmitted, although there have been no 

confirmed cases of Zika being transmitted by 

mosquitos in the United States.  Each of us 

needs to do whatever we can to deny mosquitos 

a place to breed, while, as a community, 

cooperating with healthcare professionals at the 

county, state, and federal levels in whatever 

initiatives they recommend or implement to 

combat Zika. 

Unauthorized Storage 
Inspection of the Commons has revealed 

personal items stored in the General Common 

Element contrary to our Bylaws.  Empty flower 

pots, child’s toys, athletic equipment, shoes, and 

garden product bags have been observed on 

front porches or tucked under the shrubbery in 

front of units.  Snow shovels and miscellaneous 

items clutter the foyers of our apartment-style 

buildings, and the service areas below those 

buildings are once again starting to collect 

furniture, leftover building materials, and other 

personal items.  Kudos to the residents of two of 

our apartment-style buildings (3315 and 3347 S. 

Wakefield Street), which have no clutter.  

Please, everyone, take a few minutes to survey 

your unit and remove and/or dispose of any 

improperly stored items. 
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Selling your unit? 

Please see “Information Regarding Purchases, 

Sales, or Refinancing of Fairlington Commons 

Units” before proceeding. 

http://fairlington.org/condodisclosure.pdf 

http://fairlington.org/condodisclosure.pdf

