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Budget Meeting 

Scheduled 
The Council of Co-Owners’ annual Budget 

Meeting will be held Wednesday, December 

12
th

 in the Fairlington Community Center, 

Room 100 beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Formal 

notification of the meeting, a copy of the budget, 

and a proxy form will be mailed to all Co-

Owners of record prior to the meeting as 

required by our By-Laws.  The purpose of this 

meeting is to adopt a budget for 2013. 

Annual Meeting 

Results 
The Annual meeting and election of Officers of 

the Fairlington Commons Council of Co-

Owners was held on Monday, October 1, 2012 

at the Fairlington Community Center at 3308 S. 

Stafford Street.  Co-Owners Noah Greenblatt, 

Greg Scheifele, and Bernie Weaver were elected 

to the Board for three-year terms.  The Council 

of Co-Owners wishes to thank outgoing Board 

Members Christine Sivigny and Eric Pamer for 

their service over this past year. 

 

An organizational meeting of the new Board 

was held immediately following the Annual 

Meeting for the purpose of allowing the Board 

to reconstitute itself in accordance with our By-

Laws.  As a result of that meeting, Bernie 

Weaver will continue as President, Noah 

Greenblatt will serve as Vice President, 

Margaret Shannon will continue as Secretary,

 

Robin Mott will continue as Treasurer, and Greg 

Scheifele will serve as Member-At-Large. 

Parking Lot Work 
At some point in the not too distant future, 

Asphalt Restoration Technologies will be on-

site for a one-day effort to seal the more 

significant cracks (anything ¼ inch or larger) in 

our asphalt parking lot surfaces and to repaint 

the stripes.  The exact date has not yet been 

determined.   Once the date is determined, 

notices will be provided to all residences 

adjacent our parking lots advising of the work 

schedule and requesting residents to remove 

their cars from the parking lot on the day that 

the work is scheduled.  We will also post the 

schedule on the website as soon as it is 

Available. 

 

On the day that the work is to be accomplished, 

any cars remaining in the parking lot will be 

towed at owner’s expense to clear the way for 

the asphalt crew.  If you plan to be out of town 

when the work is scheduled, either park your car 

on the street or leave a key with a trusted 

roommate or neighbor who can move your car 

for you.  

Winter’s Coming!  
Winter’s cold weather is just around the corner, 

which means that the time has come to take 

some very simple and easy steps that can help 

prevent outside faucets and associated pipes 

from freezing and breaking. Those steps include 

disconnecting all garden hoses or anything that 

would trap water in outdoor faucets, turning off 
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front and rear faucet shutoff valves (located 

under kitchen sinks for most rear faucets and 

inside a basement ceiling hatch for most front 

faucets), and opening faucets to allow trapped 

water to drain.  

Attempted Burglary 
While we live in an area that, according to the 

Arlington County Police, is incredibly safe and 

crime free, every once in a while something 

happens to remind us that crime can and does 

happen anywhere and at any time.  

 

During the first week of October one of our 

residents along the lower S. Wakefield Street 

path was home mid-morning when he heard a 

knock at the door, which he ignored after 

observing a late 20’s African-American male 

carrying a sports bag, wearing an Obama hat, 

and whom he assumed to be a campaign worker.  

Shortly thereafter, he heard the sound of the 

chain on the back gate rattling.  When the 

resident looked out the open back window, he 

observed the guy standing under the window, as 

if he were about to try to enter the residence 

through the window.   When asked what he was 

doing, the guy came up with a lame excuse, 

jumped on a mountain bike, and took off down 

the path in the direction of S. Utah Street.  The 

resident called the police, who took a report, but 

weren’t able to apprehend the individual. 

 

Normally the story would end here, but this one 

doesn’t.  Some days later, Syd Smith, the 

plumber retained by the Commons to camera 

and replace several of our aging sewer laterals, 

told us a story.  Syd said that he was with his 

crew working on a sewer lateral along the lower 

S. Wakefield Street path at the exact time of the 

attempted burglary and looked up to see an 

individual matching the description of the 

would-be burglar riding his bike at a high rate of 

speed down the path.  The guy turned and tried 

to ride down the steps toward the upper S. Utah 

Street parking lot, crashing in spectacular 

fashion about half way down, after which he 

picked himself up and continued his escape.   

Syd’s comment was, “That had to have hurt!”  

We’re thinking more along the lines of karma.   

 

The lesson here – keep your doors and windows 

closed and locked, and pay attention to what’s 

happening around you.  Something may not be 

what it seems, and a prompt call to Arlington 

County Police is always in order! 

Sewer Gas 
Every once in a while we get a report of a 

resident smelling sewer gas in the basement of 

their unit.  The usual cause for this problem is 

that the traps in the basement floor drains have 

dried out, allowing sewer gas to enter. 

 

Basement floor drains may be located at 

different places, but the two most common 

locations are under the washing machine or 

dryer in the basement bathroom and adjacent the 

heating unit.  The fix is simple – periodically 

pour a gallon or so of water slowly down each 

drain.  This will fill up the trap and seal off the 

drain, forcing the sewer gas to go up the unit’s 

vent pipe like it should.  You may also want to 

pour water in the basement shower and sink 

drains if they are not used frequently. 

Apartment Style 

Building Mailboxes 
In the near future, Patrick McCloskey will be 

on-site replacing the mailboxes in our 

Apartment Style Buildings.  The existing 

mailboxes at 3315, 3346, 3347, 3359, and 3361 

S. Wakefield Street have reached the end of 

their useful lives and will be replaced with 

updated, code-compliant mailboxes 

recommended by the U.S. Postal Service.  This 

does not include the mailboxes in 3329 S. 
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Wakefield Street, which were previously 

replaced.   This effort may result in some noise 

and inconvenience for our residents at these 

addresses, so your cooperation and forbearance 

is requested to assist in accomplishing this 

effort. 

Arlington County 

Vehicle Stickers 
Arlington County Code requires a county decal 

be displayed on the front windshield of each 

vehicle next to the State inspection sticker.  

Decals are required to be displayed within 60 

days of the vehicle's entrance into Arlington or 

within 60 days of purchasing the vehicle to be 

located in the County.   Decals are issued upon 

payment of all outstanding Arlington County 

personal property taxes and parking tickets.  

Decals for the coming year (2013) must be 

displayed no later than November 15
th

.  The 

decal fee, as set by the County Board, is $33 for 

most vehicles.  Registration and decal purchases 

can be completed online or by visiting the 

County Offices.  Arlington County Police have 

been given permission to enter onto Commons 

property for the purpose of ticketing vehicles 

that do not display current license plates, safety 

inspection or county stickers. 

Signs 
With Election Day, Tuesday, November 6

th
 

approaching, now is a good time to remember 

what our By-Laws say about signs: 
 
“No sign, notice, or advertisement shall be 

inscribed or exposed on or at any window or 

other part of the Family Unit, except such as 

have been approved in writing by the board of 

directors, nor shall anything be projected out 

of any window without similar approval.” 
 

The General Common Element, in particular 

flower beds and lawns, is off-limits for signs 

without Board approval.  Signs posted by 

companies performing unit renovations are also 

not permitted. The Board routinely grants 

approval for only three kinds of signs: real estate 

signs (on small stakes), small windows stickers 

advising safety officials regarding the number of 

children or pets, and security signs. 

 Maintenance 

Requests 
Hopefully the following information will clear 

up a few misconceptions that continue to be 

voiced regarding how maintenance requests are 

managed and addressed. 

 

Maintenance requests must be filed with 

Cardinal Management.  Board Members will not 

accept maintenance requests.  Requests can be 

filed either by email or by phone.  If you file it 

by phone, call Terry McGuire at 703-565-5012.  

If you file it by email, the address is: 

t.mcguire@cardinalmanagementgroup.com. 

 

Cardinal Management has stated that if a request 

is filed during normal business hours that they 

will attempt to acknowledge receipt of the 

request that day.  Even if you don’t hear back 

from Cardinal, don’t assume that they did not 

log the request.  All requests are logged in a 

database and work orders are issued to the 

contractor who is going to perform the repair. 

 

When you file a request, please provide enough 

information to ensure that the request can be 

acted upon.  If you call and say that your name 

is John Smith from Fairlington Commons and 

that a shutter fell off of your building but don’t 

provide an address or contact information, don’t 

expect anything to happen.  It is important to 

provide an address, contact data, and any other 

pertinent information, like saying it’s the shutter 

on the back of the building on the second floor, 
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right side, the one that’s partially hidden behind 

the tree.   

 

Unless it’s a real emergency, the item 

documented in your request will not likely be 

fixed that day, or the next day, or even that 

week.  It may, but don’t count on it, as it simply 

isn’t cost-effective to bring contractors on-site 

for one small job at a time.  Typically, Cardinal 

waits until they have enough items to provide a 

significant amount of work (a half or full-day) 

for the contractor, prior to executing work 

orders.  Most of our work is performed by 

contractors who perform a significant amount of 

their work in other locations and who may be 

booked for some time in advance, so it may be 

awhile before they can address our issues. 

 

That said, work requests are usually passed 

along to our contractors quickly, and many of 

our contractors have an extraordinary degree of 

loyalty to the Commons, so there should not be 

an extensive delay before they are on-site.  The 

Board also regularly looks at additional resource 

options, including contractors recommended by 

Cardinal, plus those that we discover ourselves 

by talking with neighboring associations or 

conducting competitive procurements of 

services.  But, in the end, a little patience is in 

order. 

 

The Board also receives the maintenance request 

log as part of the monthly Management Report 

provided to the Commons by Cardinal 

Management.  Board members review the log 

with Cardinal at the monthly Board meetings, 

and will inquire if it appears that requests are 

taking a long time to complete.  Usually there is 

a good reason why something hasn’t been done, 

but things do occasionally happen – and the 

Board deals with those instances as it becomes 

aware of them. 

 

There’s also been interchange lately between 

our Board and some neighboring condominiums 

regarding management of routine service 

requests.  In the coming months, the Board plans 

to take a more detailed look at how our 

neighbors do business in order to determine 

whether any changes to our current process are 

in order.   

Check Your Tires! 
With winter just around the corner, it’s a good 

idea to make certain that your car tires have 

adequate air pressure. Colder temperatures result 

in significantly lower tire pressures, increased 

rolling resistance, and lower gas mileage. 

Inadequately inflated tires can be dangerous. Be 

safe – take that extra minute next time you fill 

up to check your tires. 

Late Fee Increase 
Pursuant to Article IV, Section 2, (b) (2) of the 

Bylaws, the late fee for delinquent payments of 

Condominium fees will increase from $40 to 

$50 effective January 1, 2013.  Condominium 

fees are due on the 1
st
 of each month, with a five 

day grace period.  

Storm Drains Snaked 
In what turned out to be a fortuitous 

coincidence, plumber Syd Smith finished 

snaking Commons owned storm drains last 

week.  All drains are now fully open and ready 

for Hurricane Sandy.  

 
Fairlington Commons Board of Directors 

President Bernie Weaver bwfaircommons@gmail.com 

Vice 

President 
Noah Greenblatt ngfaircommons@gmail.com 

Secretary Margaret Shannon mesfaircommons@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Davis rmfaircommons@gmail.com 

At-Large Greg Scheifele gsfaircommons@gmail.com 

Fairlington Commons Committees 

Pool Bernie Weaver bwfaircommons@gmail.com 

Tennis James Sharpe grosharp@msn.com 

Trees Brenda Kriegel BrenKriegel@gmail.com 

 


